Marlborough Penguins ASC – Review of 2007

At the last AGM I reported that we had been through a challenging year as a Club and I appealed for this year to be one of stability and for the aim to be to move forward as a Club. I believe we have partly achieved this with greater participation in Open meets from our swimmers and a very promising crop of young swimmers performing well in League competitions, alongside the great efforts of a small band of volunteers who have pulled together to ensure the continued existence of the Club. However, as we move into 2008 and the Club’s 50th anniversary, I believe there are some major issues to face up to;

· Swim21 accreditation

· Ensuring coaching progression

· Retention of (older) swimmers

· Seeking more support support/help from parents/carers

We will have to approach these issues in a positive frame of mind, with our eyes firmly fixed on ensuring the future of the Club into the next 50 years.

Club Championships;

A successful and enjoyable Championships was organised for the third time by Kevin & Laurien Carter. A number of changes were incorporated into the Championships following the report from the 2005 Championships and the recommendations of a sub-committee. These were largely successful and a review has guided the format for the 2007 Championships. The lack of a ‘Diddy’ Gala and a Style competition are still of concern. The reduction in the ‘drop-out’ rate was welcomed. It was particularly noted that the promoters of the Championships should have the full support of all Committee members and officials once the format has been agreed.

A vote of thanks was extended to the Carter’s for their work on the Club Championships as this was their last year organising them. Thanks also go to Paul Robbins for organising officials for the Championships.

Jane Moss and Nicky Sexton have taken on the organisation of the 2007 Championships. We wish them every success.

The club Separated Medley has just taken place with a change of format following recommendations from a Championship sub-committee. 94 swimmers competed in a very successful evening.

Open Meets ;

Many swimmers have attended a large number Open Meetings within the County and District, producing many PBs along the way. A great deal of experience has been gained by these swimmers. Thanks must go to Jane Moss and Nicky Sexton and parents for encouraging the participation of these swimmers.

County Championships;

There were 50 swimmers with qualifying times for this year’s Championships.

27 swimmers swam in the sprints at Milton Road with some excellent performances. 8 medals were earned and there were a number of 4/5th places. A great atmosphere was generated amongst the Penguin swimmers.

20 swimmers swam in the BAGCATS competition with mixed success.

Masters Swimming;

Another enjoyable year for the small band of Penguin Masters. The Club finished the 2007 season in 4th place overall with 102 points, behind the ‘big guns’ of Swindon Dolphins, Salisbury and Swindon Area Masters.

Individual overall results: Ladies – Carolyn Lucas – 16th 






Nicky Sexton – 17th




Men – Peter Seward – = 2nd




           Brian Hey – 33rd




           Mike Wootton - = 43rd




           Carl Higgins - =51st




           Mike Stone - = 63rd
Mike Wootton has recently swum in the National Short Course Championships in Sheffield.

Winter League;

The A Team came 9th in Division 1 (out of 12 teams), only one point behind 8th place in the Final gala at Trowbridge (with 3 DQs!). A disappointing result after a really exciting Gala. Well done to swimmers, supporters, officials and, in particular, Mike Wootton, as team manager.

Summer League;

Disappointingly the A team were relegated from Division 3 despite starting the season well. The B team fought hard and although looking doomed to relegation going into the last gala, they managed to grab 2nd place due to Tigersharks C failure to appear! Another season in Division 6 looms.

Again, thanks to team managers for organising teams – sometimes a thankless task. Valuable experience was gained by swimmers in the B team especially. 

Easter Course;

23 Penguin swimmers attended the well organised course at Pewsey over Easter. Many Penguin poolside members participated in the course organised by Paul Robbins. Well done to all.

Bryanston Course;

7 Penguin swimmers attended the course at Bryanston in the summer.

Wiltshire Centenary Celebrations;

Marlborough representatives have been involved in the Centenary celebrations during the year. The Club banner was carried by Abbie Moss at the Centenary Service in Trowbridge on 17th January and swimmers have been in representative teams at the Inter-County Gala on 21st April and the B/C grade gala and festival event on 19th May. The Centenary Dinner was held at Marlborough Town Hall on 29th June.     


  

Presentation Evening;

A new format was tried for this year’s Evening, held at the Town Hall on 17th January. We welcomed the County President, Mrs Jean Pitfield and her husband, Brian, and The Mayor of Marlborough, Mr Bryan Castle to the Presentation Evening. The presentations were completed more quickly than in previous years, which was appreciated by all, without detracting from the evening. Thanks go to Brian Hey, Alan Crook, Philippa Lines and Jane Moss for ensuring the smooth running of the event.

Apart from Championships trophies and medals, the following special awards were presented:


Progress – Ellis Ware


Female swimmer of the year – Judy Lines


Male swimmer of the year – Mike Wootton


Special Merit – Kevin Carter   

In the early part of the year we welcomed some 22 new members from Calne A4 Club following the sad demise of the Calne Leisure Centre. This has been a welcome boost to the Penguin Club numbers.

Club members, parents and supporters have continued to participate in various activities on poolside and in the background, supporting the events that have taken place through officiating and helping, as well as manning desks, up-dating the Club website and much, much more. This work is invaluable and very much appreciated. The Club simply could not function with out these efforts. Thank you all.

The contribution of another long-standing Marlborough Penguins Club member has not gone unnoticed with the Club nominating Paul Robbins for County President during 2008. 

I have been informed that after many years of hard work and support  Lyn Cookson will not be seeking re-election to the committee and will be standing down from her various roles, including collecting fees, involvement in membership, running the ‘shop’ on Thursdays, etc. The Club appreciates the contribution that Lyn has made over the years and she will certainly be missed. I propose that a letter of thanks is forwarded from the Club committee expressing our thanks.

Peter Seward

Club Chairman
